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Kevin Nelson certainly seems like a headstrong kid. After all, it takes stones to verbally attack one of the most successful college football programs in country for the last 20 years. Nelson, a Gainesville kid, chose to sign with "The U", instead of his hometown Gators, and it sounds like he's ready to single-handedly take down the entire Gator
program.His quotes from ESPN:"I can't wait to play them suckers, for real," Nelson said. "I know it's a long time from now. I just can't wait 'till we play these suckers. They are just disrespectful.""I can't get down to Miami all the time because I'm not financially able to, so I went to see a game at Florida because there's nothing else to do," Nelson
explained. "After the game, Brandon Spikes was talking to me and told me to come in the locker room because he wanted to give me some gloves.But then a guy that works at UF told me I wasn't allowed to come in. I told them who I was, that I have a scholarship offer from them, and I live five miles from the school. He told me that I had to turn
around and wait."Then I saw the guy from Fleming Island, a big dude (Ian Silberman) who is committed to them. He's walking into the locker room with his boys and I am outside waiting to talk to my friends. It was very disrespectful. I'm never showing my face around here again."Well Kevin, the feeling is most likely mutual my friend. Good to see
the arrogance of Miami already rubbing off on Kevin. Nelson also claims that during his visit to Gainesville, the site of two of the last four national championships, the "Gator Girls" gave him a hard time.Wow, I've found it pretty easy to get along with most girls in Gainesville. Sounds like perhaps Mr. Nelson couldn't close the deal if you know what I
mean. Kevin, Always be closing, Always be closing!!So, it sounds like Mr. Nelson was at a game in Gainesville and was asked by Brandon Spikes to come in after the game and say hello. But not being on an official visit, he got rebuffed at the door by handlers to the locker room. After pleading his case, he was turned away like some sort of poser at a
South Beach club. According the the article in the Miami Herald, Nelson had this to say: "People wonder why I didn't commit to the University of Florida. Exactly. They are disrespectful. They didn't really want me. They only wanted me because LSU offered me. They are grimy and two-faced."Ahh Hello!That's exactly the reason the Gators wanted you
Kevin. It's called playing the recruiting game, and the Gators play it pretty well. With arguably one of the most talented recruiting casts of the last ten years, the Gators have most likely put some distance between them and Nelson now.However, Kevin just can't seem to let it go. Breathe Kevin, it's all going to be fine!I know you have 2013 circled on
the calendar and the game is in Miami. The place will be amped up and you will have your chance to show all of the Gator fans what they missed out on.In fact, you can show them on that game day, because all of them will be at your stadium outnumbering Cane fans three to one.Let the games begin... Sat, Sep 4vsFAU14-35 UTCW 14-35Sat, Sep
11@USF42-20 UTCW 42-20Sat, Sep 18vsAlabama31-29 UTCL 31-29Sat, Sep 25vsTennessee14-38 UTCW 14-38Sat, Oct 2@Kentucky13-20 UTCL 13-20Sat, Oct 9vsVanderbilt0-42 UTCW 0-42Sat, Oct 16@LSU42-49 UTCL 42-49BYE @ Sat, Oct 30vsGeorgia34-7 UTCL 34-7Sat, Nov 6@So. Carolinal7-40 UTCL 17-40Sat, Nov 13vsSamford52-70

UTCW 52-70Sat, Nov 20@Missouri23-24/0OT UTCL 23-24/0TSat, Nov 27vsFlorida St.21-24 UTCW 21-24Fri, Dec 24vsUCF29-17 UTCL 29-17 Charlie JonesContributor IJune 1, 2009With the return of quarterback Tim Tebow, the Florida Gators are set to be ranked in the top five, if not in the No. 1 spot, of this year's BCS poll.But are they ready to
defend their national title?Both offensive tackles from last year's squad are gone and must be replaced. It took five games last year for the Gator offensive line to get their act together, and with two new additions we'll have to wait and see how fast their new line can gel.Next, the Gators must replace their two starting receivers. Riley Cooper, Carl
Moore, and Deonte Thompson will need to step up their games. Replacing Percy Harvin and his amazing numbers (133 catches for 1,929 yards and 13 touchdowns, 194 rushes for 1,852 yards and 19 touchdowns in three seasons) is no easy task.Tight end Aaron Hernandez has become Tebow’s go-to guy this spring. Urban Meyer has labeled
Hernandez a “surefire pro,” and the Gators will look for him in crucial third down situations.Defensively, the Gators are returning the entire two-man deep crew from last season. This makes them one of the top defenses in the country. So, the Gators' national championship hopes rely on their offensive line coming together quickly and being able to
protect the big dog Tim Tebow.Related PostsOklahoma SoonersBill O’Reilly vs. Jessica Alba (Video)Dodgers: 13 Games In Rob Goldberg@TheRobGoldbergFeatured ColumnistMarch 28, 2017Photo credit: Scout.comThe Florida Gators earned a big addition to its secondary with the commitment of Cajuan Smith, the 4-star safety announced on
Tuesday:Bob Redman of Scout.com initially provided news of the player's decision."It's close to home," Smith said, per Ryan Bartow of 247 Sports. "It's family-oriented. And it's great education-wise." Smith is a top recruit out of Florida, considered the No. 16 safety in the country by Scout.com. He is also the No. 169 player overall in the 2018
class.The talented player has outstanding size for the position at 6'3" and 190 pounds. He could add some strength to his frame, although this shouldn't be a problem once he spends some time at the next level. This will help him remain a hard hitter who helps make plays against the run.Still, Smith's biggest impact will likely come in the passing
game. He has strong instincts to find the ball and the playmaking ability to force turnovers with regularity."Most college coaches like my length...[the] way I get out of breaks," Smith said, per David Furones of the Sun-Sentinel. "I space the field more than other DBs, and they like the way I get up and high-point the ball."This physical ability gives him
tons of upside as a game-changer on defense.While the Gators already have talented players on the defense, Smith has a chance to make an early impact and possibly earn some playing time as a true freshman."I'm going to bring speed and coverage," Smith said, per Bartow. "I'm a hard-hitting big safety." If things go according to plan, he could
eventually become a leader for this squad. Matthew EdmondsContributor IOctober 5, 2009 Florida Gators always show people who is the best in the college football games. They have a great coach and a team. My opinion about them is there going to win the bowl game again whoever they face. Whoever they come across in a stadium there going to
prove who is the best and why they are the best. They are a unbreakable team. If they had a Heisman for a college team Florida Gators would win it. When they when the bowl trophy i hope they rub it in every ones face, whoever downed them and said "they will never make it". Getty ImagesThe 2013 college football season has been filled with
disappointments for the Florida Gators.Head coach Will Muschamp's team has gone from playing in the Sugar Bowl in January to likely not even earning a bowl bid this season, and that can be tied directly to two reasons. The first, of course, is limitations on offense. The second reason is the stress the team is under to perform with so many
injuries.When the Gators finished third in the BCS rankings last season, Muschamp's team had a very specific recipe for success. His players went out on the field, muscled up on teams, played great defense and shoved the football down opponents' throats. The Gators never threw for more than 219 yards in a contest yet finished 11-1. They beat a
ranked South Carolina team by 33 points despite only passing for 94 yards.They averaged only 143.9 yards passing in the regular season, but that was quite alright because they were bullies.Chaz Green was the first major OL injury for the Gators.Kim Klement-USA TODAY SportsThis year, the goal was still to play good defense, run the ball and hope
that Jeff Driskel grew a bit in the passing game. As Edward Aschoff of ESPN.com pointed out in the spring, Muschamp and Driskel understood the need to improve the passing game while Florida planned to ride its defense and ground attack. There was no mystery as to where, and how, Florida needed to improve.Unfortunately for the Gators, their
ability to deliver physical beatings like they did a season ago quickly came to a close. Stud lineman Chaz Green went down in the preseason, taking a quick toll on the Gators' depth on the offensive line that had been such a big factor in 2012.While it was a major blow for the Gators, it was manageable. The same went for losing Jon Halapio early in the
season and seeing D.J. Humphries, Max Garcia, Tyler Moore and Jonotthan Harrison fill in for part of the Miami contest.However, the loss of Driskel, a guy who many were hoping would set the tone for an improved passing game, was something from which the Gators would not recover. After Driskel went down, the sledding truly got tough for
Muschamp's team as other injuries mounted.Without Jacoby Brissett, who transferred to NC State after losing the quarterback competition in 2012, the Gators were forced to turn to Tyler Murphy—an unrated recruit from the 2010 class, per 247Sports.com. This was less about the validity of the star ranking and more about Murphy never having been
expected to play, let alone start, for the Gators this season.Without both Driskel and Brissett, the quarterback depth chart speaks to Muschamp's major issue as Gators head coach. That is his inability to get high-level talent at the quarterback position. It also speaks to the failures of his offensive staff in developing talent and getting players prepped
to play.Murphy, along with redshirt freshman Skyler Mornhinweg and freshman Max Staver, are just not ready to play, despite Driskel having missed almost two months of football.Things could get even worse this Saturday against No. 10 South Carolina. The Gators may be forced to put Mornhinweg on the field with Murphy nursing a shoulder injury,
according to Jesse Simonton of the Miami Herald.Yet, it is not just about the Florida offense. The Gators defense is also broken this season. After a season of carrying the team through tough times, pulling out dynamic performances and giving every ounce it had, the Florida defense has crumbled in 2013.It began the same way as the team's offensive
stagnation, with the loss of its most central player—Dominique Easley.Not only did Florida lose its emotional leader, it lost the best player between the tackles it had and one of the nation's top defenders at any position. The Gators not only had their heart cut out, but they also lost a legitimate force to push the pocket from the interior as Dante Fowler
and Ronald Powell squeezed quarterbacks from the edge.Florida's inability to collapse the pocket has led to less pressure on opposing quarterbacks, turning its elite secondary into mush as quarterbacks have had time to find receivers. Mix in the mounting injuries on the defensive side of the ball—most recently linebacker Antonio Morrison, according
to The Palm Beach Post—with the unit's drained emotion, and what Florida has left is a bruised and battered defense.Derick E. Hingle-USA TODAY SportsThat said, this is football and injuries happen, so this is not about excuses. Florida has failed on a major level, and it starts at the top with Muschamp, trickles down through his staff and ultimately
has manifested itself on the field. This team is not very far from the same unit that made it to the Sugar Bowl a year ago. Florida has just fallen off the razor's edge of an advantage that it had, slicing its own jugular on the way down.The failures are real, but they are not solely based on what has happened during the games. Rather, they are spring ball
failures and Sunday-to-Friday failures that get exposed on Saturday afternoons when the Gators take the field.Florida should have a second quarterback capable of managing a game and should have more than one player capable of squeezing the pocket on defense.The Gators should have a lot of things, but they don't. That's on the coaching staff, the
recruiting efforts and on the development of talent.If he's back for 2014, Muschamp has work to doStacy Revere/Getty ImagesMuschamp has work to do following this season. He has to get his team better prepared, and that likely includes reshuffling the deck on the offensive side of the ball. That certainly could mean offensive coordinator Brent
Pease departing Gainesville. Regardless of what happens, the Gators have to find a way to prepare players better and add some dynamism to the offense.
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