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Boerhavia erecia L. (Nyctaginaceae), A New Adventive Plant
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INTRODUCTION

The genus Boerfervia L., one member of Myctaginaceae, is represented abowt X0 species in
almost all wropical and subtropical arcas of the world (Fosherg, 1978 Binrich amd Kiihn,
1993} In Taiwan, two species were previously reported for the genus, Boerbavia diffuza L.
was the first species recorded by Forbes and Hemasley (1891 ). Boerfurvia crispa L., was lately
added by Matsumura and Hawata (19060, However, Yang and Lu (199%) regarded the
specimens of the kabtler species as being misidenifed of the former. Boerbavia diffuse is
therefore the only species being regarded occurring in this island (Yang and Lu, 1996 Yang
et al., Y7L Plants of B, diffusa grow along coast in the soatherm pan of Taiwan and sdjacent
islamds (Liu, 1976 Yang and Lu, 1996)

At the beginning of December in 2003, while the third author made a ficld collection
along old shipment railroad of Koohsiung Port in order 1o find possible remains of mangrove
trees, she found a herbaceous species similar to B Jdiffuse but different from it in having
ascending to erect habit, pabe-white bvwer surface of beaves and glabrous fruit. The specinsens
of the unkpown species were then taken to compare with the species of the genus in the
vicindies of Taiwan, and the results indicated that the species s B erecia L. Originally, the
speCies 15 native 1o In'-p-p.'J.I Amenica, wilh comneon namees of erect -.pi.'h:rlln:_.'_. '\-\.|'Illl'|li||.'j'!l|.h.‘|.
erect boerhavia, and uprght x[:-||_'l-|;'r!|||1: (Fanclall, MNEE2Y, In A of is dasiribated i {il.l:lm_'lnng
of mainand China (Lo, 1996}, the Ryukyus (Shimabuko, 1997) and Singapore, 5. Somatra,
Tava, Leser Sunda 15, New Choapea amd the Paciic (S4emmenk, P3G

In Tarwan, so for, plants of the specses were found  growang along  railroad  from
Kachsiung of the southemn part to Taichung of the central part. It is possible that the species
wias, al hirst, neglectiolly brought into Kaohsiung by cargo in receml years, and has been
quickly spreading along ralroad. The plants of the specees grow in open areas with and or
samdy =ml, revealing s stalus as a poneer specees. Thas weed species can be expected 1o
occur along ranlroad of the los Land of the whole island i near future,

|. Departmeni of Beological Scrences. Mational Sun Yat-som Usiversity. Kaohsiung Bk, Taiwan
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